
The Opening Ceremony 1956 

 
As can be seen from the following document, the school was opened in 1956, so the 

current 50th birthday activities are really one year late -  but better late than never!  

 

At the time, the opening was quite an occasion for the local community. I have listed 

below some of the events that were taking place in 1956 as a background to times: 

 
• Suez Crisis, Israel, Great Britain and France attack Egypt. 

• Soviets invade Hungary to crush anti-communist revolution. 

• First Eurovision Song Contest. 

• Beginning of rock and roll music. Bill Haley & The Comets reaches number one in 

Billboard magazine's US charts. Quaintly described on Decca's label as 'fox 

trot', it stays at the top for nine weeks until 3 September, when it is replaced 

by Mitch Miller's Yellow Rose of Texas. 
 

• Elvis Presley enters the charts for the first 

time with Heartbreak Hotel. 

 
• Start of commercial Independent 

Television (ITV) service in UK, initially only from 

Crystal Palace transmitter in Croydon on channel 9 

to London area only, with potential coverage of 10m viewers. Programme 

companies are Rediffusion Television (weekdays) and Associated Television 

(weekends).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• First television commercial broadcast in UK is for Gibbs SR toothpaste.  

• Death of James Dean in a car crash at the age of 24.  

• In the FA Cup Final, Manchester City beat Birmingham City 3-1 and Trautmann 

played for fifteen minutes with a broken neck! 

 



 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


